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WELCOME

Thank you for joining the National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) for a truly
momentous celebration.

Today we welcome you to the 25th Annual NIJC Human Rights Awards, a
milestone that not only coincides with the 40th anniversary of NIJC’s founding,
but also just over one month since NIJC became an independent, nonprofit
organization.

We are excited for this opportunity to celebrate NIJC’s legacy and renew our
collective commitment to continuing our mission to uphold justice for
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers.

NIJC was founded in 1984 by a group of Chicagoans who recognized the need
for immigration legal services for migrants arriving to the city from Central
America and Haiti. Originally known as the Midwest Immigrant Rights Center,
the organization served about 82 people in its first year through a mostly
volunteer network of 60 attorneys. Since those early years, NIJC has expanded
into a nationally recognized leader in immigrant rights with offices in Chicago;
Goshen and Indianapolis, Indiana; San Diego; and Washington, D.C. Today, NIJC
has a staff of more than 160 professionals and a network of about 2,000 pro bono
attorneys. Last year, we provided legal services for more than 12,000 people, and
we expect that number to remain high as the need to defend access to justice
becomes ever more urgent. NIJC staff and pro bono attorneys also continue to
be on the vanguard of federal impact litigation and policy advocacy, striving to
set positive precedents for people seeking protection within our borders and
holding the federal government accountable for upholding human rights and
due process for all immigrants.

Immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers face growing obstacles to justice
in the United States. NIJC’s courageous clients, expert staff, and invaluable
network of legal advocates and volunteers have shown that achieving justice is
possible, and necessary. The stories you hear today offer a small glimpse of the
greater good we can accomplish when we join together with a shared mission
of justice.

We are so grateful you are part of NIJC’s story. My hope is that you will help us
write the next chapter by participating in today’s paddle raise. Our goal is to
raise $200,000 in honor of the NIJC Human Rights Awards’ 25th anniversary,
and we cannot achieve this milestone without your generous support.

With gratitude and hope for the future,

Mary Meg McCarthy
Executive Director, National Immigrant Justice Center




NIJC’S MAJOR VICTORIES FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

In 2023, NIJC:

Provided more than

12,000

people life-changing
immigration legal services

Achieved

O97%

success rate overall in
securing legal relief

Helped more than

5,500

people seek asylum

Secured work
authorization in

99%

of cases, helping clients
gain meaningful access to
employment opportunities

Defended nearly

1,700

people in removal
proceedings

Recruited, trained, and
partnered with volunteer
attorneys to represent
more than

2,200

cases

Notable recent victories:

Provided legal assistance
to HUNDREDS OF NEWLY
ARRIVED MIGRANT FAMILIES

through asylum workshops,
change of venue clinics, and the

Immigration Court Helpdesk

Settled a class action
lawsuit to ENSURE TIMELY
ADJUDICATION OF ASYLUM

applications for 20,000 Afghans
seeking asylum in the United

States

Advocated for the RETURN
OF UNJUSTLY DEPORTED
INDIVIDUALS, successfully
returning seven people to their
homes and families in the

United States

Represented FAMILIES FACING
EXPEDITED PROCESSING
under a new program in which
asylum-seeking families must
present their asylum claims days

after arriving in Chicago

Defended the DUE PROCESS
RIGHTS OF U.S. CITIZENS IN
MIXED-STATUS MARRIAGES

before the Supreme Court
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DENTONS

Dentons is proud to partner with

the National Immigrant Justice
Center and to support its invaluable
work promoting human rights

and access to justice for immigrants

and refugees.

Our congratulations and gratitude
to this year's Human Rights
Awards honorees.

Grow | Protect | Operate | Finance

Dentons, the law firm of the future is here.

dentons.com

© 2024 Dentons. Dentons is a global legal practice providing client
services worldwide through its member firms and affiliates.
Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.




Jenner & Block stands with
the National Immigrant
Justice Center in its mission
to provide comprehensive

legal services to immigrants,

refugees and asylum seekers.

JENNER&BLOCK wr

CENTURY CITY « CHICAGO « LONDON - LOS ANGELES

NEW YORK « SAN FRANCISCO * WASHINGTON, DC - JENNER.COM
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Ka tte n katten.com

Katten congratulates the
National Immigrant Justice Center
on the Silver Anniversary of the Human Rights Awards
event and for relaunching as an independent

nonprofit organization.

We are honored to partner with you
to ensure human rights protections, and
we thank you for giving us the privilege of

contributing to this invaluable work.

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
CENTURY CITY | CHARLOTTE | CHICAGO | DALLAS | LOS ANGELES

NEW YORK | ORANGE COUNTY | SHANGHAI | WASHINGTON, DC
LONDON: KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN UK LLP | ATTORNEY ADVERTISING




Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP and Affiliates

Skadden is proud to
support the National
Immigrant Justice Center

skadden.com Skadden




AON

Protecting People and Enriching
Lives around the World

At Aon, we exist to shape decisions for the better — to protect
and enrich the lives of people around the world.

We are proud to support NIJC’s Human Rights Awards.

aon.com

McKenzie.

We are so proud to work alongside NIJC and support
their critical work in the community.

Our deepest congratulations to this year's
award recipients. May you all continue to ),
advance justice in our community. 5

g,
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faegre
drinker”

Protecting Human Rights

Faegre Drinker supports NIJC in its mission to protect
human rights and provide access to justice for all
immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

Congratulations to each of today’s honorees, including
Faegre Drinker's Jackie McDonnell!

faegredrinker.com

Ot 70|
ZUCKERT b
[=]*2Cea

We are proud to support the

National Immigrant Justice Center
and its vital work protecting the rights of
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers

KMA Zuckert LLP
CHICAGO LOS ANGELES MIAMI NEW YORK NEWARK WASHINGTON, DC
kmazuckert.com
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LATHAMeWATKINS:

Latham & Watkins proudly supports the

25" Annual NIJC
Human Rights Awards

Congratulations to this year’s
Human Rights Corporate Award
recipient Accenture

MAYER|BROWN

“As long as the world shall last there will
be wrongs, and if no man objected and no man
rebelled, those wrongs would last forever.”
CLARENCE DARROW

Mayer Brown is proud to support
the National Immigrant Justice Center’s
25 years of impactful work.




McDermott S

Will & Emery

THANKYOU FOR
EVERYTHING YOU DO.

McDermott is proud to sponsor the 25th Annual Human
Rights Awards and support the National Immigrant Justice
Center’s efforts to ensure human rights protections and
access to justice. We appreciate and commend your
extraordinary contributions to the legal profession.

VISIT US AT MWE.COM

©2024 McDermott Will & Emery. For a complete list of entities visit mwe.com/legalnotices.
This may be considered attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

O'Melveny ™"

proudly supports

National Immigrant Justice Center
Human Rights Awards

and NIJC’s influential work on behalf of
immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum

Y

g, . : omm.com

15



16

Reed Smith is proud to support the
2024 National Immigrant Justice
Center’s Human Rights Awards.

ReedSmith

Driving progress

reedsmith.com l through partnership

S; Seyfarth

Compassion. Action. Impact.

Seyfarth is deeply committed to supporting the communities in
which we live and work.

Seyfarth is proud to support the National Immigrant Justice
Center and the 25th Annual Human Rights Awards.

©2024 Seyfarth Shaw LLP #24-9212 M1 www.seyfarth.com




UNITED PROUDLY
SUPPORTS THE o
NATIONAL IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTER,_

UNITED
1
I

WINSTON
&STRAWN

LLP

WINSTON & STRAWN NORTH AMERICA

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE SOUTH AMERICA
EUROPE

National Immigrant -
Justice Center and its
Silver Anniversary
Human Rights'Awards




18

Cboe

is Proud to Support the

NIJC'S HUMAN
RIGHTS AWARDS

WE PROUDLY CONTINUE OUR SUPPORT OF
THE NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR COLLEAGUE,
ELIZABETH OLIVERA, A MOST WORTHY RECIPIENT
OF THE RISING STARS AWARD

#

€) SN
# O'CONNOR

Michael J. Heller Vincent R. McGuinness Melinda Levine deLisle

Executive Chairman & CEO  President & Managing Partner Director, Pro Bono Engagement
(215) 665-4141 (215) 665-2097 (215) 665-5599
mheller@cozen.com vmcguinness@cozen.com mdelisle@cozen.com

825 attorneys | 32 offices | cozen.com

© 2024 Cozen O’Connor




Justice for all

We proudly support the National
Immigrant Justice Center

and applaud its commitment to
providing high-quality legal
assistance to immigrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers.

Congratulations to the 2024
honorees on their well-deserved
recognition.

JPMORGAN CHASE & CoO.

LITTLER IS PROUD TO SPONSOR

The NIJC’s 25th Annual
Human Rights Awards

... .
L
honoring human rights // .

champions in the community.

Littler 321 North Clark Street, Suite 1100
Chicago, IL 60654 | 312.372.5520 | littler.com
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WE ARE COMMITTED TO OUR CLIENTS
AND THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

We are pleased to support the 25th Annual
National Immigrant Justice Center
Human Rights Awards and congratulate
this year’s honorees.

www.lockelord.com

Attorney Advertising
© 2024 Locke Lord LLP

WILLKIE PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

National Immigrant

Justice Center

and its commitment for a humane immigration system

25th Annual Human Rights Awards

>
;/g/[‘ IE 1,200 LAWYERS | 14 OFFICES | 6 COUNTRIES




We are honored to support
the National Immigrant
Justice Center and their

ongoing commitment to
human rights. Congratulations
to our fellow honorees.

Congratulations to the
National Immigrant
Justice Center on its
25th Annual Human
Rights Awards and a
special salute to this
afternoon’s awardees.

Arnold & Porter

©2024 Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP. All Rights Reserved

bfkn.com

Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum & Nagelberg congratulates all the winners of

THE NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER’S

25" Annual Human Rights Awards!

BFKN is honored to partner with NIJC in its quest to ensure access to
legal representation and the protection of human rights for all
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National Immigrant Justice Center and congratulates
our own Brian Casey on his momentous award.

M BN BARNES & THORNBURG.Lr

ATLANTA BOSTON CALIFORNIA CHICAGO DELAWARE INDIANA MICHIGAN
MINNEAPOLIS NASHVILLE NEW JERSEY NEW YORK OHIO PHILADELPHIA
RALEIGH SALT LAKE CITY SOUTH FLORIDA TEXAS WASHINGTON, D.C.

btlaw.com

Congratulations on 25 Years of
Human Rights and Justice for All.

Chapman is proud to support NIJC and to celebrate
the Silver Anniversary of NIJC’s Human Rights Awards.
We congratulate and thank all of this year’s honorees
for their profound impact on ensuring human rights
protections and access to justice for immigrants,
refugees, and asylum seekers.

CHAPMAN

Focused on Finance®

Adverts

Partners

L] [ ] L]

in justice.

At DLA Piper, our pro bono mission is to pursue justice in our communities and

around the world by advancing gender and racial equality, advocating for children,
and combating hunger.

DLA Piper is proud to team with NIJC and to support their work within our community
and beyond.

IDLA PIPER dlapiper.com

Richard Klawiter | ATTORNEY ADVERTISING | MRKT0012463
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Justice for All

Foley is proud to support the National Immigrant Justice Center.
We share in their mission to bring legal aid to those most in need.

sFOLEY

FOLEY.COM FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

e

©2024 Foley & Lardner LLP | Attorney Advertisement Clark Street., Suite 3000, Chicago, Il 60654 312.832.4500 24.45890

For more information about Foley, please contact:
Ellen Wheeler | Chicago | ewheeler@foley.com

\\\\\\\

Fragomen is Proud
to Celebrate the
25" Human Rights

Awards Gala

A World of Difference in Immigration

FRAGGMEN

www.fragomen.com

we heard
Jyou’re
amazing

And that’s an understatement.
We’re proud to sponsor the
NIJC Human Rights Awards 2024

@ GrantThornton Audit & Assurance ‘ Tax ‘ Advisory

© 2024 Grant Thornton LLP | All rights reserved | U.S. member firm of Grant Thornton International Ltd. In the U.S., visit gt.com for details
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BIHINSHAW <

Carrying on the tradition of Adler Murphy & McQuillen,
Hinshaw is proud to support
the National Immigrant Justice Center

=] ]

hinshawlaw.com

! . ‘ © 2024 Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP | Attorney Advertising

Jones Day proudly supports the 25th Annual National Immigrant Justice Center

Human Rights Awards. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Accenture for being

recognized with the Human Rights Corporate Award, and we commend all of this year’s
honorees for their unwavering commitment to human rights advocacy.

2400 LAWYERS. 40 LOCATIONS. 5 CONTINENTS. ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE®. JONESDAY.COM

Morgan Lewis

We are proud to support the

NATIONAL IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTER

and congratulate this year's
Human Rights Award honorees

www.morganlewis.com
© 2024 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP




We are honored to support
the NIJC’s Human Rights
Awards and congratulate

all of the awardees.

I/ 4

PAUL
HASTINGS

Paul Hastings LLP | www.paulhastings.com

Counsel to Great Companies

PerkinsCoie.com

Perkins Coie LLP Lawyer Advertising pER KI NS COIe

INSPIRED. EVERY DAY.

At Porter Wright, we're driven to
create client-focused strategies.
Our clients’ greatest challenges
motivate us to reach new limits,
align the right resources and
deliver inspired outcomes.

We are proud to support the

25" Annual National Immigrant
Justice Center Human

Rights Awards.

porterwright

INSPIRED LEGAL COUNSEL
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fuinn emanuel urquhart & sullivan, lip
PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

NIJC HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS

«,GLOBAL FORCE —‘
El/lSSImNESS LITIGATION 7y

WWW.QUINNEMANUEL.COM

Ropes & Gray is proud to support the
National Immigrant Justice Center and
celebrates 25 years of the Annual NIJC
Human Rights Awards honors.

We salute tonight's honorees.

HOPES & GRAY

Saul Ewing is proud to support the (new)
National Immigrant Justice Center
and congratulates the honorees of the
25" Annual Human Rights Awards.

161 North Clark St., Suite 4200
Chicago, IL 60601

SAUL EWING Chicago Office:

saul.com




THE NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND ONE OF OUR SIGNATURE TRAININGS

NIUC ANNUAL ASYLUM

PRIDE TRAINING

LEARN HOW TO PREPARE AND PRESENT
ASYLUM CASES FOR LGBTQ+ CLIENTS
IN IMMIGRATION COURT

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 12 AT 2 PM TO 4:30 PM CT

JENNER & BLOCK / VIRTUAL
353 NORTH CLARK ST.

RSVP REQUIRED

A RECEPTION TO FOLLOW AT JENNER & BLOCK

|
LEARN MORE

NATIONAL
IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTER
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PADDLE RAISE

Today’s paddle raise provides an opportunity for you to bid on various
levels of support to help sustain NIJC’s mission. Here’s how it works:

1. Each of you has a paddle card on the table with a large number and your
name.

2. When the amount you would like to give is called, raise your paddle and
keep it raised until your number has been recognized from the stage.

NIJC will record all bids and charge your credit card if a card is on file.

4. If you did not register your payment information but provided a cell
phone number or email address at registration, you will receive a text or
email prompting you to self-checkout.

5. If you did not provide a cell phone number or payment information and
wish to participate in the paddle raise, please visit the checkout table as you
leave the event to make your gift and get your tax receipt.

Thank you for your generosity! Your gift and all proceeds from the Human
Rights Awards provide critical legal services and advocacy for immigrants
and refugees today and in the future.

GIVING LEVELS

$10,025 Helps an asylum seeker win a complex case
$5,025 Defends someone against deportation in immigration court
$2,525 Sponsors a legal clinic for asylees & refugees to

obtain lawful permanent residence

$1,025 Educates 10 unaccompanied immigrant children about
their legal rights

$525 Files a Temporary Protected Status application for a recently
arrived neighbor

$125 Provides a legal consultation to keep a family together




PROGRAM

25th Annual Human Rights Awards

WELCOME
Abiman Rajadurai, McDonald’s Corporation
John M. Skakun Ill, Sidley Austin LLP
Co-Chairs of Human Rights Awards Committee

RISING STARS AWARDS

LUNCH

Human Rights Corporate Award
Accenture
Accepted by Maria Maras
Presented by Karima Umutoni

Community Change Award

Latino Policy Forum
Accepted by Sylvia Puente
Presented by Monserrat Arreola

Human Rights Practitioner Award

Brian Casey, Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Presented by Ada Mejia Hernandez

PADDLE RAISE & CALLTO ACTION

The Jeanne M. and Joseph P. Sullivan Award & Keynote

Edwidge Danticat
Presented by Josué Saint-Jean

CLOSING REMARKS

Mary Meg McCarthy
Executive Director, National Immigrant Justice Center

#HumanRightsAwards
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HONOREES

KEYNOTE & JEANNE M. AND JOSEPH P. SULLIVAN AWARD

Edwidge Danticat

Edwidge Danticat is the author of several books, including Breath, Eyes, Memory,
an Oprah Book Club selection, Krik? Krak!, a National Book Award finalist, The
Farming of Bones, an American Book Award winner; the novels-in-stories, The Dew
Breaker, Claire of the Sea Light, and The Art of Death, a National Book Critics Circle
finalist for Criticism. She has written seven books for children and young adults,
a travel narrative, After the Dance, and a collection of essays, Create Dangerously.
Her memoir, Brother, I’'m Dying, was a 2007 finalist for the National Book Award
and a 2008 winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for autobiography.
She is the editor of The Butterfly’s Way: Voices from the Haitian Dyaspora in the United
States, The Beacon Best of 2000, Haiti Noir, Haiti Noir 2, and Best American Essays 2011.
She is a 2009 MacArthur Fellow, a 2018 Ford Foundation Art of Change Fellow, a
2018 winner of the Neustadt Prize, a 2019 winner of the Saint Louis Literary Award,
a 2020 United States Artist Fellow, a 2020 winner of the Vilceck Prize, and a 2023
winner of the PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in the Short Story. Her story
collection, Everything Inside, was a 2020 winner of the Bocas Fiction Prize, The
Story Prize, and the National Book Critics Circle Fiction Prize. She is a Member of
the New York Writer’s Hall of Fame and The American Academy of Arts and Letters.
She is currently teaching at Columbia University.

HUMAN RIGHTS CORPORATE AWARD

Accenture

The Accenture Sustainability Value Promise is to embed sustainability into
everything Accenture does. Accenture Legal strives to engage the company’s
3,000 legal professionals in this effort via Legal Access, Accenture’s global pro
bono program. Accenture team members serve their local communities across
areas such as humanitarian response, racial justice, financial inclusion, refugee
support, and fair and equal access to justice. Through Legal Access, Accenture
volunteers have been proud to provide more than 400 hours of pro bono service
to NIJC clients seeking asylum and applying for U.S. citizenship.

HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTITIONER AWARD

Brian Casey

Brian Casey is a partner in the Litigation Department of Barnes & Thornburg’s
South Bend, Indiana, office. His practice focuses on business litigation,
particularly class action, ERISA, and appellate litigation. Since joining NIJC as
a volunteer attorney at its first Indiana Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) clinic in 2012, Mr. Casey has argued and secured positive outcomes in




HONOREES

two cases at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, filed two federal habeas
claims to advocate for an asylum-seeker’s release from ICE detention, and secured
asylum for a Central American family. Currently, he represents an immigrant youth
in a case that recently was added to NIJC’s federal lawsuit involving delays in the
adjudication of bona fide determinations for U visa applicants and represents
another client seeking withholding of removal.

COMMUNITY CHANGE AWARD

Latino Policy Forum

The Latino Policy Forum was founded in 2009 with the mission to build the
power, influence, and leadership of the Latino community. Through advocacy and
analysis, the Forum pursues public policy that promotes equity and justice for
the more than 2 million Latinos in Illinois in the areas of education, immigration,
housing, and leadership. In 2022, seeing the need for a coordinated response to
the arrival of migrants in Chicago and the state from the Texas-Mexico border,
the Forum convened the Welcome to Illinois Coalition, which brings together
community, organizational, government, and philanthropic leaders to exchange
information and resources and provide compassionate, holistic, and culturally
competent support for new arrivals. The National Immigrant Justice Center

has been an invaluable member of the coalition, providing legal expertise and
services to migrants.

RISING STAR AWARDS

The Rising Star Awards recognize early career attorneys who have demonstrated
extraordinary commitment to ensuring access to justice for immigrants by
devoting substantial time to NIJC pro bono work, serving a significant number of
NIJC clients, and/or representing clients with complex cases. Congratulations to
this year’s awardees!

Mary Kennedy, Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Jackie McDonnell, Faegre Drinker

Elizabeth Olivera, Cozen O’Connor

Leigh Brissenden, Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Matthew Hartzler, Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Rachel Cheng, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Marques Winick, Goldberg Kohn

Laila Khan, Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Tommy Hoyt, Sidley Austin LLP

Joseph Glynn, Munger Tolles & Olson LLP
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PRESENTERS & SPEAKERS

MONSERRAT ARREOLA

Monserrat Arreola arrived in the United States with her family when she was
three years old and settled in the Chicago suburbs. As a survivor of domestic
violence who has experienced first-hand the trauma of long-term incarceration,
she has become a mentor and an advocate for the rights of immigrant victims
of violence.In 2023 she testified before a Federal Communications Commission
hearing that has resulted in new federal regulations requiring jails to make
phone calls more accessible to people in immigration detention. She now
works at Organized Communities Against Deportation, where she assists in
fundraising efforts such as grant writing, and coordinates Know Your Rights
workshops for newly arrived migrants.

MARY MEG MCCARTHY

Mary Meg McCarthy is NIJC’s executive director. Under her leadership, NIJC has
grown from a $1million to a $16 million organization with 160 staff and a network
of over 2,000 pro bono attorneys and volunteers in five offices throughout the
United States. Through its unique approach integrating advocacy, impact
litigation, legal counsel, and public education, NIJC has responded to the ever-
changing immigration environment. Mary Meg is an internationally recognized
immigration law expert who has testified before Congress and at the United
Nations and is frequently quoted in major news outlets including The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and CNN. Her honors include the Justice John Paul
Stevens Award from the Chicago Bar Association, the Chicago Inn of Court 2015
Don Hubert Public Service Award, the Pax Christi 2013 Teacher of Peace Award,
the Federal Bar Association Chicago Chapter 2021 Kathryn Smith Matkov
Award, the Damen Award from Loyola University Chicago, and the Dr. Thomas
J. Dooley Award from the University of Notre Dame Alumni Association. In June
2018, she received an honorary degree in law from Knox College (Galesburg, IL).

ADA MEJIA HERNANDEZ
Ada Mejia Hernandez recently won asylum protection following a clinic
organized by awardee Brian Casey of Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Indiana.




PRESENTERS & SPEAKERS

ABIMAN RAJADURAI

Abiman Rajadurai is senior counsel, global labor & employment law, at
McDonald’s Corporation, and serves as general counsel for McDonald’s
Operating Company. He actively participates on the legal department’s pro
bono and DEI committees. Abiman is a long-time NIJC pro bono attorney. He is
a member of NIJC’s Leadership Board and co-chairs the Human Rights Awards
Committee.

JOSUE SAINT-JEAN

Josué Saint-Jean was a well-known radio journalist in Haiti until he learned his
name had been placed on a death list by political gangs in Port-au-Prince. He
and his wife fled to the United States, and soon afterward welcomed their first
child. They have since become U.S. citizens and are raising two daughters near
Chicago, where he works as a food safety manager for a grocery store chain.

JOHN M. SKAKUN 111

John Skakun is a partner at Sidley Austin LLP. He advises companies, boards
of directors, and executives in high-stakes litigation, corporate crises, and
risk management. He leads Sidley’s Political Asylum & Immigrants’ Rights Pro
Bono Project, and has led and overseen dozens of asylum cases, appeals, and
impact litigations. He successfully argued an asylum case before the Seventh
Circuit Court of Appeals that has served as precedent in numerous other
asylum cases. He serves on NIJC’s Leadership Board and co-chairs the Human
Rights Awards Committee.

KARIMA UMUTON!I

Karima Umitoni is a refugee from Rwanda who, along with her family, applied
to become a U.S. citizen through an NIJC naturalization clinic hosted by
Accenture. She currently works as a housekeeper for a hotel and is a mother to
a three-year-old daughter.
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HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS - A BRIEF HISTORY

The Human Rights Awards is Chicago’s premier event to honor human rights
advocates and bring together business, civic, and philanthropic leaders committed
to promoting human rights in our community and beyond. The event benefits the
National Immigrant Justice Center.

2023

KEYNOTE: Javier Zamora, poet and author of
Solito

AWARDEES: Wade Thomson, Muslim Women
Resource Center, AbbVie

2022

KEYNOTE: Dan-el Padilla Peralta, Princeton
University professor and author

AWARDEES: Illinois Coalition for Immigrant
and Refugee Rights; Elizabeth Lopez, United
Airlines; Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP

2021

PANEL: Ella, Gabriela, Samer, Maria Hinojosa
(moderator)

AWARDEES: Allstate; Johannes Favi; Sara
Ghadiri, Chapman and Cutler LLP

2020

KEYNOTE: Aarti Shahani, journalist and best-
selling author

AWARDEES: Ankura; Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

2019

KEYNOTE: Julissa Arce, author and immigrant
rights activist

AWARDEES: Kirkland & Ellis, Interfaith
Community for Detained Immigrants,
Margaret Balsley-Cross

2018

KEYNOTE: Dolores Huerta, labor leader and
civil rights activist

AWARDEES: Jones Day, Microsoft Corporation

2017

KEYNOTE: Minnesota House Representative
Ilhan Omar, first Somali-American legislator
and former refugee

AWARDEES: Aon, Dr. Zaher Sahloul, Reed
Smith LLP

2016

KEYNOTE: Monica McWilliams, Professor
of Women’s Studies, University of
Ulster, Northern Ireland

AWARDEES: John "Jay" Reidy IIl, AT&T
Inc.; the Loyola University Chicago
Student Body; Walgreen Co.

2015

KEYNOTE: Ishmael Beah, New York Times
bestselling author and president of the
Ishmael Beah Foundation

AWARDEES: Carol Brook, Federal
Defenders Program; Mark Flessner,
Holland & Knight; JPMorgan Chase

2014

KEYNOTE: Jose Antonio Vargas, Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist

AWARDEES: Linda Coberly, Winston &
Strawn; Daniel Olmos; United Airlines, Inc.

2013

KEYNOTE: U.S. Senator Richard Durbin
AWARDEES: AT&T Inc.; Immigrant Youth
Justice League; Brian Murray, Jones Day

2012

KEYNOTE: Maria Hinojosa,
correspondent for PBS FRONTLINE, host
of NPR’s Latino USA

AWARDEES: Caterpillar Inc. Legal
Services Division; JesUs G. Chuy
Garcia, Cook County Board of
Commissioners; Lawrence S. Schaner,
Jenner & Block LLP; Jon Stryker, Arcus
Foundation

201

KEYNOTE: Chief Justice Margaret
Marshall, former Chief Justice of the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
AWARDEES: Albany Park Theater




Project; Terry Yale Feiertag, Hughes Socol
Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd.; McDonald’s
Corporation

2010

KEYNOTE: Lt. Cmdr. Charles Swift, defense
counsel in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld
AWARDEES: Duane Sigelko, Reed Smith;
Sisters of Mercy; Exelon Corporation

2009

KEYNOTE: Antdnio Guterres, U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees

AWARDEES: Luol Deng, Chicago Bulls;
James Morsch, Butler, Rubin, Saltarelli &
Boyd; Winston & Strawn LLP

2008

KEYNOTE: Harold Hongju Koh, former
dean, Yale Law School; former assistant
secretary, U.S. Department of State
AWARDEES: The Chicago Community
Trust; The Chicago Public Library; Chicago
Public Radio; The Chicago Reporter; WTTW11;
Melville Washburn, Sidley Austin LLP

2007

KEYNOTE: Joseph Margulies, former
assistant director, MacArthur Justice
Center, Northwestern University Law
School

AWARDEES: Jenner & Block LLP; Carlos M.
Sada, former minister for Congressional
Affairs, Embassy of Mexico; Tibetan
Alliance

2006

KEYNOTE: Seymour Hersh, journalist, The
New Yorker Magazine

AWARDEES: Levi Strauss & Co.; Marjorie
Kovler Center for the Treatment of
Survivors of Torture; Irené Martinez, M.D.;
Lee Ann Russo, Jones Day

2005

KEYNOTE: Richard J. Goldstone, former
justice, South African Constitutional
Court

AWARDEES: Joseph Margulies,
assistant director at MacArthur
Justice Center; Natalie Spears,
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal

2004

KEYNOTE: Paul Hoffman, civil and
human rights attorney

AWARDEES: Margaret Blackshere,
former president of the Illinois AFL-
Cl0; David Berten, attorney; Ariel
Investments

2003

KEYNOTE: Mary Robinson, former U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights,
former president of Ireland

AWARDEES: Juan Mendez, University of
Notre Dame; Bob Glaves, Chicago Bar
Foundation; Aon Corporation

2002

KEYNOTE: The Honorable Abner J.
Mikva; Peggy Kuo, attorney, UN
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia

AWARDEES: Chicago Tribune Editorial
Board; Edwin Silverman, Illinois
Department of Human Services;
Jeanne and Joseph Sullivan,
philanthropists

2001

KEYNOTE: David S. Weissbrodt,
University of Minnesota Law School
AWARDEES: Jacqueline Bhabha,

the University of Chicago; Baxter
International Foundation

2000

KEYNOTE: Juan Garcés, attorney and
leader of the legal team prosecuting
Chilean dictator General Augusto
Pinochet

AWARDEES: Robert Kirschner, physician
and human rights leader; U.S.
Representative Jan Schakowsky
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Olivia Abrecht
Brianna Aceves
Jherlly Acosta Fecher
Lizeth Aguilar

Ayah Albareedi
Anthony Alcivar
Heidi Altman
Michele Amatangelo
Erika Asgeirsson
Brianda Avila

Bilal Bach

Brenda Balderas
Erik Bingham
Madeline Brashear
Monica Calderon
Richard Calderone
Geoff Cebula
Joseph Choe

Lisa Chun

Jennifer Churay
Peter Claassen
Alejandra Cohen
Solomon Collins
Colleen Cowgill
Abraham Cruz
Landon Bishop Davison
Fizza Davwa
Jacquelyn Delgado
Taha Din

Bethany Dohman
Morgan Drake
Vivian Enriquez
Azadeh Erfani
Yolatli Esparza
Vanessa Esparza- Lopez
David Faherty

Mark Feldman
Nubia Fimbres
Mark Fleming

Jesse Franzblau
Aneesha Gandhi
Brenda Garcia
Francisco Garcia
Laura Garcia- Izaguirre
Nicholas Gargano
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Elizabeth Gibson
Allison Gilroy
Abigail Ginzburg
Alejandro Gomez
Andrea Gomez-Paz
Juan Gonzalez- Martinez
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Eric Grossman
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Michael Grunenwald
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Nayna Gupta
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Michael Hoyt
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Brandon Jaimes
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Marwa Jumma
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Nadia Khawja

Lisa Koop

Elizabeth Lang

John Paul Larson
Melissa Lechuga
Hannah Lee
Michelle Lenze

Julio Cesar Lopez
Isabel Conde Lopez
Moises Soltero Lopez
Ruben Loyo

Megan Lundblad
Jacqueline Mares
Erin Martin

Jordan Mason

Mary Meg McCarthy
Katherine McCoy
Alex McGriff
Matthew McGuire
Dominique Mejia
Judith Mencia
Cecilia Mendoza
Vivian Millan

Ellen Miller

Abdul Aziz Moqbel
Jenny Morales
Andrea Moya Uruena
Sophie Nacht
Abigail Nyberg
Karla Olivas

Alexia Oluwadeyi
Brianna Ortega
Jessica Oswald
Laura Pachon

JuanCamilo Parrado
Andrew Patterson
Lenin Plazas

David Cruz Quevado
Katarina Ramos
Diana Rashid

Julia Anne Rich
Hillary Richardson
Rebecca Ries-Roncalli
Mary Roche

Lisiann Rodriguez
Rafael Rodriguez
Carla Rodriguez Flores
Charles Roth

David Ruiz-Padilla
Samantha Ruvalcaba
Monica Saavedra
Theodora Saclarides
Niki Saleh

Elisa Salgado
Catalina Salley
Adam Samko
Berenice Sanchez Ruiz
Benjamin Saper
Megan Scholnick
Carrie Schwarz
Freskida Sejdiu
Aimen Shah

Eva Shapiro

Anna Sheridan

Marie Silver

Morgan Simon
Amanda Crews Slezak
Stephanie Spiro
Karolyn Talbert
Ashley Tarbet

Trisha Teofilo Olave
Tara Tidwell Cullen
Julia Toepfer

Clara Unzicker
Christina Valentin
Jules Vance

Lee VanderLinden
Fabiola Villalpando
Emely Villarreal
Anthony Walner
Nicole Ward

Colleen Ward

Mara Weaver Boshart
Ruth Welch

Grace Wilson

Mayon Yen

Keren Zwick
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ADM is proud to sponsor
the National Immigrant
Justice Center's 25th
Annual Human

Rights Awards

We are a global leader in nutrition who
unlocks the power of nature to envision,
create and combine ingredients and flavors
for food and beverages, supplements,
animal feed, and more.
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Akerman strongly supports the National
Immigrant Justice Center’s vital efforts to
provide legal services and programs that
protect immigrant rights and families.

700+ Lawyers, 24 Offices

akerman.com @kefman

©2024 Akerman LLP. All rights reserved
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A Proud Supporter

ArentFox Schiff proudly supports the National Immigrant Justice Center’s
25th Annual Human Rights Awards.

Smart In

Your World afslaw.com

A better and brighter future
starts with all of us.

Benesch is proud to support the
I 25" National Immigrant Justice Center
o Human Rights Award and we congratulate

e ’1 this year’s honorees.
o

4 sSenesch

| beneschlaw.com
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and its mission to ensure human rights protections and access
to justice for all immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

CME Group is a trademark of CME Group Inc. The Globe logo is a trademark

CM E G I’OUp of Chicago Mercantile Exchange Inc. Copyright © 2024. All rights reserved.

N

/ consilio cares

Providing legal services and advocating
for the rights of immigrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers is important.

At Consilio, we agree. That is why we proudly
support the National Immigrant Justice Center and
their 2024 Human Rights Awards.

ur,

consilio.com Copyright ©2024 Consilio LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED CO"SIIIO

We’re proud to sponsor

NIJC’s 25th Annual COOIGY

Human Rights Awards -
congratulations to all.




¢’ Crowell

Crowell proudly supports NIJC
and congratulates this year’s
Human Rights Award winners.

crowell.com

©2024 Crowell & Moring LLP | Attorney Advertising
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Dykema supports the NIJC and its critical
advances to ensure protections for
vulnerable immigrants

Congratulations to this year’'s honorees.

Dykema

www.dykema.com
California | lllinois | Michigan | Minnesota | Texas | Washington, D.C. | Wisconsin
© 2024 Dykema Gossett PLLC Attorney Advertising
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Celebrating those who share our
commitment to justice for all.

We proudly support the National Immigrant Justice Center
and its work on behalf of immigrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers.

EimerStahl..

) exelon’

The Future
is Equal

Discover more at exeloncorp.com.

We're honored to be a part of the

25t Annual National Immigrant
Justice Center’s Human Rights Awards

Congratulations

to all the awardees

Fidelity

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC,
900 Salem Street, Smithfield, RI 02917

©2024 FMR LLC. Allrights reserved.
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Goldberg
Kohn&X

Legal Excellence. Market Savvy.

Goldberg Kohn is Proud to Support The
2024 NIJC Human Rights Awards

55 E Monroe St., Suite 3300 | Chicago, Illinois 60603
www.goldbergkohn.com | T: 312.201.4000

GOODSMITH GREGG == UNRUH
|

GGU is honored to support the

NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER

and we congratulate this year’'s honorees of the

Advancing justice and human rights for
thousands of immigrants and asylum seekers
has never been more important than now.

Thank you to the NIJC leadership, staff,
volunteers, and supporters for continuing to
defend the rights of individuals and families to
achieve safety and security in our country.

Elizabeth M. Higashi
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HSPRD

HSPRD is proud to support NIJC and to
salute the 2024 awardees: Accenture,
Brian Casey, and Latino Policy Forum.

Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd.,isa

Chicago-based Law Firm dedicated to the defense
of immigrants and immigrant communities.

70 W. Madison St | Ste 4000 | Chicago, Il | (312) 580-0100

Himpact

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

NLJC'S HUMAN RIGHTS
AWARDS

Ingredion is a proud
sponsor of the

National Immigrant

Justice Center
Human Rights Awards

Congratulations to the
2024 awardees

O

Ingredion.

Be what's next.



Jaszczuk P.C. is proud to
sponsor

The National Immigrant

Justice Center's 25t Annual
JASZCZUK P.C. Human Rights Awards

ATTORNEYS

Jaezezukcom | Ineurance Recorery | Litigation | TCP4 Defenge | Clags Action

King & Spalding proudly supports the National
Immigrant Justice Center in its vital mission of ensuring

human rights protections and access to justice for

all immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

King &
Spaiding

—

Congratulations

NIJC

on another
successful year
and to
new beginnings!

LAW OFFICES OF
Susan ForTINO-BROWN

IMMIGRATION LAW
www.sfortinolaw.net
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Manatt proudly supports the National Immigrant Justice Center
and congratulates this year’s Human Rights Award recipients.

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP  manatt.com

- McDonald’s Legal Department
is honored to support

the exceptional work of the
National Immigrant Justice Center

Congratulations to all of the 2024 award recipients. We also

recognize all attorneys and legal staff who dedicate
themselves to providing pro bono services in the community. m

Mesirow

We invest in what matters

Since our founding in 1937, Mesirow has invested in
what matters, including organizations that improve the
lives of those around us.

Thank you to National Immigrant Justice Center for
your dedication to ensuring human rights protections
and access to justice.

mesirow.com

The Mesirow name and logo are registered service marks of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. © 2024, Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved.




McCORMICK &

55 MINSKY
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Immigration Attorneys & Counselors Since 1975

A proud supporter of the NIJC in its fight for justice for all
immigrants, refugees , & asylum seekers.

MUNGER

OLSON o+ Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
is proud to support
National Immigrant Justice Center
and congratulates
Joseph N. Glynn
on the Rising Star Award

www.mto.com

LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Proskauer)

is proud to support the National
Immigrant Justice Center on

its 25th Annual Human Rights
Awards and joins in congratulatlng

this year’s honorees

Proskauer is a leading global law firm, providing a wide range of legal services
to clients worldwide. To learn more about the firm, visit Proskauer.com.

Proskauer Rose LLP | 70 West Madison, Suite 3800, Chicago, IL 60602-4342 | 312 962 8550 | Attorney Advertising

Face the Future with Confidence”

PROTIVITI IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL
IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER

protiviti.com p rO t iv i t i ®

© 2024 Protiviti Inc. An EOE M/F/D/V. PRO-0424 Global Business Consulting
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A passion for purpose

PwC is proud to support National Immigrant Justice
Center as part of our commitment to making a
meaningful difference in the world.

TheNewEquation.com

© 2023 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership. All rights reserved.

THE POWER OF BEING
UNDERSTOOQOD.

AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING

rsmus.com RS hA

Schaner Dispute Resolution LLC

International and Domestic Arbitration

Lawrence S. Schaner

Arbitrator - Attorney-at-Law

Schaner Dispute Resolution is proud to support NIJC in
protecting the rights of immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers,
and congratulates the 2024 Awardees.

www.schanerlegal. com

49



50

=~ in a crisis,
creatlve

e
ritical %,

)
- -~
S rt o
% in cou

7
SHB co“\

25* Annual N/r‘C Human

ng hts/Awards

SHOOK

HARDY & BACON |

Thank you,
National Immigrant Justice Center,
for helping those fleeing persecution.

In memory of Mary A. Simon

Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP

| SGR I
is proud to support

the National Immigrant Justice Center’s

2024 Human Rights Awards

Freeborn & Peters LLP is now part of SGR.
We are honored to continue our longstanding commitment
to the work of NIJC and we salute tonight's winners.

Learn more at sgrlaw.com



Taft/

The Modern Law Firm.

Celebrating those who champion
human rights.

Taftlaw.com

Celebrating the National Immigrant Justice Center’s
legacy of defending immigrant rights
and honoring the staff and pro bono counsel
who have brought NIJC’s mission to life for 40 years!

— Gretchen Wolf
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To view & purchase

the art of NIJC client
Camilo Ramirez Tamayo,
please visit his website:

WWW.CAMORT88.COM

Safari Somali
Cuisine

6319 N Ridge Ave
Chicago, IL 60660

& L7739617401 J
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The staff of the
National Immigrant Justice Center
honors the legacy of
Jeanne M. and Joseph P. Sullivan
for their dedication to refugees
and asylum seekers.

NATIONAL
IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTER
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BE AN NIJC PRO BONO ATTORNEY

The National Immigrant Justice Center’s (NIJC) Pro Bono Program
partners with legal volunteers to provide free legal representation
for low-income immigrants seeking family- or protection-based
relief.

NIJC pro bono attorneys defend the legal rights of immigrants
regardless of background and transform the immigration system to
one that affords equal opportunity for all.

Pro Bono Opportunities with NIJC:

® Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) Predicate Orders
® Clinics:

QO Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

O Naturalization

QO Asylee/Refugee Family Petitions and Petitions for Permanent
Residence

® Detained and non-detained asylum, including for adult, child,
family, and LGBTQ asylum seekers

® VAWA and U Visa

® Pro se workshops to support asylum seekers

To set you and your client up for success, NIJC provides in-depth
training, attorney support, document review, and technical
assistance throughout the life of the case.

Join our network of more than 2,000 active pro bono attorneys who
represent thousands of people each year.

To learn more about being an NIJC pro bono attorney and to join
us, visit immigrantjustice.org/be-pro-bono-attorney

IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTER




KIRKLAND & ELLIS

probono <<

Kirkland & Ellis
is proud to support the

National Immigrant
Justice Center’s
25th Annual Human
Rights Awards

The Firm commends NIJC’s work
defending immigrant rights.

Congratulations

Laila Khan
Rising Star Award

Using our legal skills to better
LIVES, COMMUNITIES and OUR PROFESSION
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POST ABOUT THIS EVENT ON
SOCIAL MEDIA USING THE HASHTAG
#HumanRightsAwards
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SIGN UP DONATE

immigrantjustice.org/subscribe immigrantjustice.org/donate

The National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) ensures human rights protections and
access to justice for all immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers through a unique

combination of direct services, policy reform, impact litigation, and public education.

Visit immigrantjustice.org

NATIONAL

IMMIGRANT
JUSTICE CENTE
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111 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 660-1370
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